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Please contact Ohio Congressional members and THANK THEM for including FMAP increases, but URGE THEM to restore State Fiscal Stabilization Fund in the Economic Recovery Package.  If Congress does not pass the federal Recovery bill Ohio will have to cut millions in state programs over the next two years.  The debate is likely to be concluded by the end of the week, so it is very important that you contact your Ohio congressional offices immediately.  

Call or email Ohio Congressional offices at the following office:    

	House/Senate
	District 
	Member
	Phone
	Email 

	US House
	1
	Steve Driehaus
	202-225-2216
	https://forms.house.gov/driehaus/contact-form.shtml

	US House
	2
	Jean Schmidt
	202-225-3164
	http://www.house.gov/schmidt/contact.shtml

	US House
	3
	Mike Turner
	202-225-6465
	http://turner.house.gov/Contact/

	US House
	4
	Jim Jordan
	202-225-2676
	http://jordan.house.gov/contactform_zipcheck.shtml

	US House
	5
	Bob Latta
	202-225-6405
	http://latta.house.gov/contactform_zipcheck.shtml

	US House
	6
	Charlie Wilson
	202-225-5705
	http://www.charliewilson.house.gov/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=139

	US House
	7
	Steve Austria
	202-225-5705
	https://forms.house.gov/austria/contact-form.shtml

	US House
	8
	John A. Boehner
	202-225-6205
	http://www.johnboehner.house.gov/Contact/

	US House
	9
	Marcy Kaptur
	202-225-4146
	http://www.kaptur.house.gov/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=152

	US House
	10
	Dennis Kucinich
	202-225-5871
	http://kucinich.house.gov/Contact/Starter.htm

	US House
	11
	Marcia Fudge
	202-225-7032
	https://forms.house.gov/fudge/contact-form.shtml

	US House
	12
	Pat Tiberi
	202-225-5355
	https://writerep.house.gov/writerep/welcome.shtml

	US House
	13
	Betty Sutton
	202-225-3401
	http://sutton.house.gov/about/emailform.cfm

	US House
	14
	Steven C. Latourette
	202-225-5731
	http://latourette.house.gov/ContactSteve.aspx

	US House
	15
	Mary Jo Kilroy
	202-225-2015
	https://forms.house.gov/kilroy/contact-form.shtml

	US House
	16
	John A. Boccieri
	202-225-3876
	https://forms.house.gov/boccieri/contact-form.shtml

	US House
	17
	Tim Ryan
	202-225-5261
	http://timryan.house.gov/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=129&Itemid=42

	US House
	18
	Zach Space
	202-225-6265
	http://space.house.gov/?sectionid=61&sectiontree=26,61

	US Senate
	
	Sherrod Brown
	202-224-2315
	http://brown.senate.gov/contact/

	US Senate
	
	George Voinovich
	202-224-3353
	http://voinovich.senate.gov/public/index.cfm?FuseAction=Contact.ContactForm


Background Information

These are the darkest days Ohio has seen in at least a generation. The unemployment rate in December was 7.6%, with 20 Ohio counties posting unemployment rates of 10% or worse. Every day brings more job cuts and shocking stories of human need:  senior citizens living without heat, families made homeless by the recession, working parents with no safe place to leave their children while they work, and families turning to food banks because they must choose between paying the mortgage or buying groceries.

Without restoration of the $40 billion in state aid to the Economic Recovery Package, Ohio will be powerless to alleviate the suffering of our most vulnerable residents. In fact, the situation will get worse, because thousands of people who work in state-funded programs will lose their jobs. 

Tell Ohio Congressional Members:
Ohioans need our Congressional representatives to make smart choices in the Economic Recovery Package that will save the jobs we already have, strengthen our economy for the future, and support our fellow Ohioans who are struggling. In short, we need Congress to restore state aid in the Economic Recovery Package that saves jobs and helps the families, children and senior citizens who need it most.
Here’s what’s Ohio could lose unless $40 billion in state aid is restored to the Economic Recovery Package:

Basic Needs

· Food supports that more than 2 million Ohioans need to survive.

· Service jobs totaling 1,500 among people who work to provide emergency shelter, food, transportation, clothing, food stamps and Medicaid to those most in need.

· Mental health services for 26,000 people.  These include abused and neglected children, people with bi-polar disorder and schizophrenia, people suffering from addiction, mothers with maternal depression, and people despondent over job loss. Cutting these mental health services would result in a loss of 2,600 to 3,120 jobs.  Restoring funding would create 780 jobs.

Seniors

· Funding 1,652 families dealing with Alzheimers.  20-30 respite workers will lose their jobs.

· Slots numbering 5,177 for seniors in the PASSPORT program for a loss of 1,294 caregiver jobs.

Children

· Health coverage for 36,000 children.

· Child care for 20,846 already-enrolled children and closure of 348 child care centers that serve the poorest Ohio families. The closure of these centers would result in the loss of 2,085 jobs.

· Support for 6,000 children living in permanent kinship relationships with relatives who care for them.

· Medicaid, TANF and affordable housing services for former foster care youth who are transitioning to adulthood without family supports.

· Adoption subsidies that make it possible for families to adopt children with special needs who are desperately in need of homes.

· Funding for the information and referral system enabling families to find safe, appropriate child care and allows them to hold a job.  

Youth Services

· An estimated 27- 30 community parole officers who help keep youth on the right track and our communities safe.

· Treatment for 360 troubled Ohio teens, resulting in 24 treatment professionals losing their jobs. If funding is restored, 62 new jobs could be created.

· The opportunity to serve 17,000 youth with evidenced-based community programs that are effective in reducing recidivism and could create 185 jobs.

Corrections

· 600 jobs gone in the Department of Corrections.

· Closure of 2 medium-sized correctional facilities.

· Programs that provide education and substance abuse recovery to inmates.

Higher Education

· Tuition freezes for Ohio public universities.  Ohio will be required to increase tuition at all public universities.

· Deep cuts to financial aid. Across Ohio, children of working families will have to cut back on courses or leave college. This will shatter the hopes of families who are counting on their children to succeed and also mean Ohio’s workforce of tomorrow will be less educated, less able, and less attractive to businesses looking for a location.

Tips for making phone calls 

· Clearly state your name and where you live.

· Be prepared to make your point in several sentences.  

· The staff member answering the phone is making brief notes about the subject of your call and your opinion.  

· Ask for a response that includes the elected official’s position.

· Realize that the staff member answering phones may have been instructed not to make detailed comments about the issues; this is done in letters so that elected official’s position is not misrepresented.

· Follow up with a letter if possible.  Mail, fax or e-mail it to the legislator’s office.

Effective E-mail Techniques 

· Make sure to address the elected official and your correspondence correctly.  All members of Congress and the General Assembly, as well as the Governor and the President, may be addressed as “The Honorable First Name, Last Name” followed by their address.  Senators, both state and U.S., are addressed as Dear Senator Last Name.”  Representatives, both state and U.S. are addressed as Dear Representative Last Name.”

· State who you are and where you live in the first paragraph so it is clear that you are a constituent.  Make sure that you state any credentials, for example being a member of an organization or institution that would make you particularly credible on a particular issue.  For instance, if you work or volunteer at an organization with experience on your issue, say so in the your letter or E-mail.  It means that you have first hand experience and knowledge about the subject that the legislator may not have.   At minimum you have credentials because you live in that official’s district and you have an opinion.

· Tie the issue to the larger needs of the community.  Make the long-term benefits to large groups of

· people known.  

· Ask for a response letter or e-mail stating the elected official’s position.

· Include your name, street address, e-mail address and a phone number with area code.
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